Consistent individual differences, often referred to as behavioral syndromes, are characterized by individuals behaving in a consistent, predictable manner while differing from others. This phenomenon appears to conflict with the need to alter behavior based on experience or changes in the environment. It is possible that individuals will even exhibit 'consistent flexibility' responding in the same manner each time they encounter a particular type of change or experience. However, few studies have examined how recent experiences might affect patterns of consistency and flexibility. Male Siamese fighting fish, Betta splendens, exhibit consistent individual differences when presented with a male and female simultaneously as well as flexibility as these responses vary as a function of reproductive status. This study examined how recent experience with a female affects behavior in the presence of conflicting stimuli in the form of dummy male and female conspecifics. Males received multiple trials before exposure to a female as well as after they interacted with a live female conspecific. Overall rate of behavior was unaffected by exposure to a female. Males did not alter their relative level of responses to either dummy after experience with the female, as indicated by positive correlations before and after exposure. Consistent individual differences for all female-directed behaviors increased after exposure to the female, as shown by higher repeatability scores. Consistency for male-directed behaviors was more resistant to experience. Finally, some males changed their behavioral strategy, suggesting males differ in their levels of behavioral flexibility. This has implications for our understanding of how experience affects levels of behavioral consistency and flexibility in both courtship and aggressive situations.
Introduction
Consistent individual differences occur when a given individual behaves similarly each time it encounters a particular situation or stimulus while differing from other individuals in the population. These differences are found throughout the animal kingdom, occur across time and/or contexts, and are especially common for boldness and aggression (Gosling, 2001; Sinn & Moltschaniwskyj, 2005; Sih & Bell, 2008) . For example, both aggression and courtship behaviors are highly repeatable in male bluefin killifish (McGhee & Travis, 2010) , meaning that a given male maintains the same level of response in relation to other males across trials. Consistent individual differences have implications for behavior at both the individual and population level, as they suggest that individuals are limited in the amount of flexibility they can express (Dall et al., 2004; Wolf et al., 2008; Dingemanse & Wolf, 2010) . However, while individuals exhibit behavioral consistency in certain contexts, they must also show a degree of behavioral flexibility in order to respond to environmental changes (Komers, 1997; Coppens et al., 2010) . Indeed, recent studies have found that individuals may even demonstrate consistent flexibility in how they respond to a varying environment, responding in the same manner every time they are faced with a particular change (Johnson & Sih, 2007; Dingemanse et al., 2010) . Hermit crabs show behavioral flexibility in their startle responses across contexts but this is exceeded by their degree of behavioral consistency (Briffa et al., 2008) and boldness in female fishing spiders is affected by food availability and the presence of young (Johnson & Sih, 2007 ). An individual's behavioral consistency and degree of behavioral flexibility in relation to other members of the population may have fitness implications as high behavioral consistency may be beneficial in social situations and high flexibility may be useful in varying environments. Therefore, it is important to examine levels of consistency and flexibility within a species, the tradeoff between the need for flexible and consistent behaviors, and the factors that influence these levels.
One way to explore levels of behavioral consistency and flexibility within a population is to examine situations in which individuals must choose between multiple behavioral responses. In decision-making, responses are based on the costs and benefits of various actions (McFarland, 1977) . Individuals vary in their responses because of a variety of factors such as genetic differences, experiential effects, and physiological constraints. For example,
